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the mind to think and to act in terms of the higher
and the permanent values of love, tolerance, mercy,
etc., and we get ourselves cultured and perfected to
become signatories in our own appointments for the
future. We may choose to sign today a death
warrant for the future or a life-lease in Godhood
and we shall correspondingly come to suffer the
death or enjoy the life.

There is no destiny beyond and above ourselves ;
we are ourselves the architects of our future.

There seems to be the trend of the wise in the
pregnant words of Lord Death with which he begins
the second section here.

n    i

Sa  tvam priyam priya-mpams-ca
abhidhyayan  Nachiketa  tyasrakshih;
Na etam srnkam  vittamayim avapto,
yasycan majjanti bahavo manusyah.
(3) Oh Nachiketas, thou hast renounced desires and
desirable objects of sweet shapes, judging them by their
real merits., thou hasi not accepted this " road of wealth"
in which many mortals sink.
Herein we are listening to an irrepressible out-
burst of applause which rose from the bosom of
Lord Death, when he found that such a young Brah-
min boy as Nachiketas was able to withstand all the
trails and temptations. The temptations with which